
Further Reading for EIR Report

Due to formatting restrictions, our contribution to the recent European Institute of
Romania Report, “From Synergy to Strategy in the Black Sea Region: Assessing
Opportunities and Challenges,” did not include links or allow for detailed footnotes.
However, we have assembled this document to attribute sources, provide further reading for
a wide variety of audiences, and to make a few additional points. Section headings are
loosely organized by the appearance of topics in the article, occasionally with additional
commentary. Content under headings is organized by emphasis, and to some extent
chronology. We may periodically update content and navigation features.

For ease of navigation, the sections below are in the following order:

● Official 3SI Sites
● Background and General Information
● Security

○ Total/Comprehensive Defense and Security
○ Romania’s Defense Strategies

● Commercial Linkages
○ General
○ Energy
○ Transportation
○ Technology

● Expanding Cooperation
○ Soft Power
○ Europe
○ Asia
○ Africa
○ Latin America

● Additional Resources

● Official 3SI Sites
○ Three Seas Initiative Official Site. https://3seas.eu/about/objectives.
○ The Three Seas Initiative Research Center. https://3si.politic.edu.pl/.
○ Three Seas Investment Fund. https://3siif.eu/news.

● Background and General Information
○ Anghelescu, Ana-Maria Andreea, and Iulian Oneașcă, eds. Anticipating the

2023 Three Seas Initiative Bucharest Summit: Advancing the Common
Agenda. Working Paper Series, no. 46. Bucharest: European Institute of
Romania, 2023. ISSN online: 1841-4281.
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http://ier.gov.ro/en/news/anticipating-the-2023-three-seas-initiative-bucharest-
summit-advancing-the-common-agenda/.

○ Secu, Ioana-Elena. The Dynamics of Cooperation and Conflict in the Black
Sea Area: From the Region’s History to Current Security Challenges. Working
Paper, no. 50. Bucharest: European Institute of Romania, 2023. ISSN online:
1841-4281.
http://ier.gov.ro/en/news/editorial-release-the-dynamics-of-cooperation-and-co
nflict-in-the-black-sea-area-from-the-regions-history-to-current-security-challe
nges/.

○ Sprūds, Andris, and Mārtiņš Vargulis, eds.Three Seas Initiative Mapping
National Perspectives. Riga, Latvia: Latvian Institute of International Affairs,
2022. ISBN: 978-9934-567-82-7.
https://liia.lv/en/publications/three-seas-initiative-mapping-national-perspectiv
es-1002.

○ Turner, Grant Wilson. “From the Three Seas Initiative to the 3+ Seas
Initiative: Exploring a Strategic Shift in the Wake of Russia's Full-Scale
Invasion of Ukraine.” Working Paper. ResearchGate, April 21, 2023.
http://dx.doi.org/10.36874/RIESW.2019.3.

○ Garding, Sarah E., and Derek E. Mix. “Three Seas Initiative.” In Focus,
IF11547. United States Congressional Research Service. Updated April 26,
2021. https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IF/IF11547.

○ Garding, Sarah E. “Romania: An Overview.” In Focus, IF11801. United States
Congressional Research Service. Updated June 14, 2022.
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IF/IF11801.

● Security

○ Total/Comprehensive Defense and Security
■ For studies on Baltic and Scandinavian approaches, see articles in:

“Forward Defense.” PRISM 10, no. 2 (March 2023): 1-181. ISSN:
2157-0663. https://ndupress.ndu.edu/PRISM/PRISM-10-2/.

■ Balasa, Mara. “Locked Arms: Looming Threats to the Romania-NATO
Partnership.” Notebooks. Engelsberg Ideas, March 24, 2023.
https://engelsbergideas.com/notebook/locked-arms-looming-threats-to
-the-romania-nato-partnership/.

○ Military Schengen Zone - For at least a decade, officials have called for a
“military Schengen Zone” in Europe. A recent agreement between Germany,
Poland, and the Netherlands is a step in the right direction, as is the partial
admission of Romania and Bulgaria to the formal Schengen Zone (though
they still lack the land component). A military Schengen Zone must be fast
tracked, with allowances for those otherwise limited by membership status.
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■ Vohra, Anchal. “The ‘Military Schengen’ Era Is Here.” Analysis.
Foreign Policy, March 4, 2024.
https://foreignpolicy.com/2024/03/04/europe-military-autonomy-nato-sc
hengen/.

○ Romanian Defense and Security Policy

■ Overviews
● Romanian Military Thinking International Scientific Conference

Proceedings: NATO-EU Resilience, Military Capability
Enhancement and Cooperation for the Development of a Black
Sea Security Strategy. 5th ed. Bucureşti: The Defence Staff,
2023. ISSN-L: 2668-7984.
https://en-gmr.mapn.ro/pages/proceedings-english-2023.

● Gerasymchuk, Sergiy. “Security Strategies and Policies after
2014: Romania.” The Foreign Policy Council “Ukrainian Prism.”
May 2018.
https://prismua.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Gerasimchuk.p
df.

■ Official Documents – English
● The Presidential Administration of Romania. “National Defence

Strategy: 2020-2024.” Official Journal of Romania 1, no. 574
(July 2020).
https://www.presidency.ro/files/userfiles/National_Defence_Stra
tegy_2020_2024.pdf.

● Commercial Linkages

○ General
■ Three Seas. “Projects.” Accessed March 8, 2023.

https://projects.3seas.eu/.

■ North-South
● Lightfoot, Jeffrey, and John Kay. “Authoritarian Investment in

Southeastern Europe Is a Security Threat. Here’s What NATO
Can Do.” New Atlanticist (blog). Atlantic Council, June 13,
2023.
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/authoritaria
n-investment-in-southeastern-europe-is-a-security-threat-heres-
what-nato-can-do/.
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● Atlantic Council and Central Europe Energy Partners.
“Completing Europe: From the North-South Corridor to Energy,
Transportation, and Telecommunications Union.” Report.
November 21, 2014.
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/in-depth-research-reports/report/
completing-europe-from-the-north-south-corridor-to-energy-tran
sportation-and-telecommunications-union/.

■ Middle Corridor
● Duffy, Seamus. “Why the Middle Corridor Is a Double-Edged

Sword.” Features. The Diplomat, December 14, 2023.
https://thediplomat.com/2023/12/why-the-middle-corridor-is-a-d
ouble-edged-sword/.

● International Institute for Strategic Studies. “Greater Consensus
on Improving the Middle Corridor.” Strategic Comments 29, no.
39 (December 2023).
https://www.iiss.org/publications/strategic-comments/2023/great
er-consensus-on-improving-the-middle-corridor/.

■ Undersea
● Stoll, Hunter. “Navigating Complex Maritime Security

Challenges in the Black and Mediterranean Seas: Insights from
the Updated EUMSS.” Publications. Middle East Institute, May
11, 2023.
https://mei.edu/publications/navigating-complex-maritime-securi
ty-challenges-black-and-mediterranean-seas-insights.

● Nakamura, Hotaka. “Defending Submarine Cables in the Black
Sea: A Challenge for NATO and the Region.” Publications.
Middle East Institute, March 2, 2023.
https://www.mei.edu/publications/defending-submarine-cables-
black-sea-challenge-nato-and-region.

■ Romania
● Marcia, Irina. “PWC: Romania Climbs to 28th Place in Ranking

of 33 Most Attractive Emea Countries for Private Companies.”
Business. Romania-Insider.com, February 22, 2024.
https://www.romania-insider.com/pwc-romania-most-attractive-e
mea-countries-private-companies-2024.

■ Other
● Khakova, Olga, Paddy Ryan, and Bailee Mathews. “A Three

Seas Chamber of Commerce Could Enhance Energy
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Diversification across Central and Eastern Europe.”
EnergySource. Atlantic Council, August 21, 2023.
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/energysource/a-three-sea
s-chamber-of-commerce-could-enhance-energy-diversification-
across-central-and-eastern-europe/.

● Turp-Balazs, Craig. “CEE Can Put Itself at the Heart of the
Global Supply Chain.” Analysis. Emerging Europe, April 2,
2024.
https://emerging-europe.com/news/cee-can-put-itself-at-the-he
art-of-the-global-supply-chain/.

○ Energy
■ Man, Otilia Rica, Riana Iren Radu, Iuliana Oana Mihai, Cristina Maria

Enache, Sofia David, Florentina Moisescu, Mihaela Cristina Onica
Ibinceanu, and Monica Laura Zlati. 2024. "Approaches to a New
Regional Energy Security Model in the Perspective of the European
Transition to Green Energy." Economies 12, no. 3 (2024).
https://doi.org/10.3390/economies12030061.

■ Czyzak, Paweł, and Nolan Theisen. “Central and Eastern Europe
Needs to Rethink Its Approach to Energy Security.” EnergySource
(blog). Atlantic Council, April 3, 2024.
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/energysource/central-and-easter
n-europe-needs-to-rethink-its-approach-to-energy-security/.

■ Shelest, Hanna, and Mykola Kapitonenko. “Climate.” Special Issue,
UA: Ukraine Analytica 3, no. 29 (2022).
https://ukraine-analytica.org/wp-content/uploads/UA_Analytica_29_20
22.pdf.

■ Lončarević, Alenka Kinderman, Daniel Golja, Lovro Zore, and Jurica
Brajković. Three Seas Initiative Natural Gas North-South Corridor
Market Integration Study. Washington, DC: United States Energy
Association, 2021.
https://usea.org/publication/ee-ngp-three-seas-initiative-natural-gas-no
rth-south-corridor-market-integration-study.

○ Transportation

■ General
● Council of the European Union. “Trans-European Transport

Network (TEN-T): Council and Parliament Strike a Deal to
Ensure Sustainable Connectivity in Europe.” Press Releases.
Updated January 9, 2024.
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/
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12/18/trans-european-transport-network-ten-t-council-and-parli
ament-strike-a-deal-to-ensure-sustainable-connectivity-in-europ
e/.

● Radziwiłł, Konstanty, Wojciech Gerwel, Jarek Niewierowicz, Ina
Topić, Gytis Mažeika, Tomas Jonikaitis, Alvydas Naujėkas, et
al. “Seminar: ‘Opportunities and Challenges of Transport and
Infrastructure Cooperation within the 3SI.’” Panels moderated
by Gediminas Varvuolis and Jurgis Adomavičius. Poland in
Lithuania, Video, 3:05:59.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qOkP5BXXHaQ.

■ Schengen Area - Romania and Bulgaria were partially admitted to the
Schengen Area on March 31, 2024. However, land routes still need
approval and offer the greatest strategic benefits. Full membership is a
must if 3SI(+) and the Black Sea are to reach their full potential.

● Migration and Home Affairs. “Schengen Area.” European
Commission. Accessed March 30, 2024.
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies/schengen-borders-an
d-visa/schengen-area_en.

● European Commission. “Bulgaria and Romania Join the
Schengen Area.” Press Release. March 30, 2024.
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies/schengen-borders-an
d-visa/schengen-area_en.

● “EU: Romania and Bulgaria Join Schengen Area by Air and
Sea.” Travel–Romania. Deutsche Welle, March 31, 2024.
https://www.dw.com/en/eu-romania-and-bulgaria-join-schengen
-area-by-air-and-sea/a-68706160.

■ Rail
● “Romania-Poland Joint Declaration in Support of the Rail2Sea

Corridor.” RailwayPro, May 16, 2023.
https://www.railwaypro.com/wp/romania-poland-rail2sea-corrido
r/.

● Engqvist, Maria. “A Railhead Too Far: The Strategic Role Of
Railroads during Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine.” FOI Memo:
7954. Swedish Defence Research Agency, October 2022.
https://www.foi.se/rest-api/report/FOI%20Memo%207954.

● Budginaite-Froehly, Justina. “The Missing Link: Railway
Infrastructure of the Baltic States and Its Defence-Related
Implications.” Commentary. GlobSec, January 12, 2024.
https://www.globsec.org/what-we-do/commentaries/missing-link
-railway-infrastructure-baltic-states-and-its-defence-related.
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● Fender, Keith. “European Proposal to Change Rail Gauge in
Finland Causes Debate.” Trains.com, August 16, 2022.
https://www.trains.com/trn/news-reviews/news-wire/european-p
roposal-to-change-rail-gauge-in-finland-causes-debate/.

■ Canals

● Pros
○ Rey, Filip. “Three Seas Initiative Project Revitalizes the

Danube River.” 3Seas Europe, March 25, 2022.
https://3seaseurope.com/three-seas-initiative-project-rev
italizes-the-danube-river/.

○ Koten, Marek. “The Danube-Oder-Elbe Canal: A
Multipurpose Water Corridor.” 3Seas Europe, October
27, 2022.
https://3seaseurope.com/danube-oder-elbe-canal-czechi
a/.

○ Rey, Filip. “New Polish Canal a Cold Shower for Putin.”
3Seas Europe, June 7, 2022.
https://3seaseurope.com/vistula-spit-canal/.

● Cons
○ Meißner, Dennis, Bastian Klein, and Barbara

Frielingsdorf. "Implementing Hydrological Forecasting
Services Supporting Waterway Management and
Transportation Logistics Relating to Hydroclimatic
Impacts." Atmosphere 13, no. 10 (2022): 1-16.
https://doi.org/10.3390/atmos13101606.

○ Klein, Bastian, and Dennis Meißner. IMPREX
Deliverable 9.1: Vulnerability of Inland Waterway
Transport and Waterway Management on
Hydro-Meteorological Extremes. Luxembourg: CORDIS,
European Commission, 2016.
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/311455497_IM
PREX_D91_Vulnerability_of_Inland_Waterway_Transpo
rt_and_Waterway_Management_on_Hydro-meteorologi
cal_Extremes.

○ Mindegaard, Asger. “Controversial Plans for Destructive
Danube-Oder-Elbe Waterway Moving Forward.” META,
European Environmental Bureau, February 2, 2021.
https://meta.eeb.org/2021/02/02/controversial-plans-for-
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destructive-danube-oder-elbe-waterway-moving-forward
/.

○ Technology

■ General
● European Commission. “Shaping Europe’s Digital Future:

Digital Decade Desi Visualisation Tool.” Accessed February 10,
2024. https://digital-decade-desi.digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/.

● Smit, Sven, Magnus Tyreman, Jan Mischke, Philipp Ernst, Eric
Hazan, Jurica Novak, Solveigh Hieronimus, and Guillaume
Dagorret. “Securing Europe’s Competitiveness: Addressing Its
Technology Gap.” Report. McKinsey Global Institute, McKinsey
& Company, September 22, 2022.
https://www.mckinsey.com/capabilities/strategy-and-corporate-fi
nance/our-insights/securing-europes-competitiveness-addressi
ng-its-technology-gap.

● Brodny, Jarosław, and Magdalena Tutak.”Assessing the Level
of Innovativeness and Digitalization of Enterprises in the
European Union States.” Journal of Open Innovation:
Technology, Market, and Complexity 10, no. 1 (March 2024):
1-27. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.joitmc.2024.100210.

■ 3SI Digital Pillar
● Fleck, Jörn, Akshat Dhankher, and James Batchik. “Policy

Memo: How to Sharpen the Digital Pillar of the Three Seas
Initiative.” New Atlanticist (blog). Atlantic Council, August 23,
2023.
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/policy-mem
o-how-to-sharpen-the-digital-pillar-of-the-three-seas-initiative/.

● Brodny, Jarosław, and Magdalena Tutak. “Assessing the Level
of Digital Maturity in the Three Seas Initiative Countries.”
Technological Forecasting and Social Change 190, (May 2023).
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.techfore.2023.122462.

● Expanding Cooperation

○ Romania’s Under-Developed Soft Power
■ Experts around the world are often still failing to properly understand

the meaning of soft power, and the evolution of its study and
application.
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